Youth statement

Recalling the final youth appeal made at the Yokohama Congress, we, the young people at the Yokohama Review raise the following issues and urge governments and agencies to follow up on our suggestions.

We, the young people, wish to reaffirm the importance of education in order to combat and prevent the commercial sexual exploitation of children.

We recognise that commercial sexual exploitation of children is surrounded by shame and silence and is a taboo subject in every society; therefore we want this topic to be a mandatory component of the national school curricula of every European and Central Asian country. We emphasise that a change in attitude towards victims and survivors of commercial sexual exploitation is crucial. While informing on the subject, educational programmes should adopt not only a problem-oriented approach, but also a balanced approach towards sexuality, and be sensitive towards all age groups of children.

We urge governments to consider the expertise of NGOs and youth organisations and to invite them to assist in educational programmes, for example through peer-to-peer education.

We, the young people, appeal to governments to:

 actively listen to the victims and survivors of commercial sexual exploitation. This will lead to a better understanding of survivors’ needs, and will be a vital step towards improving the prevention of commercial sexual exploitation of children;

 establish structures and procedures that respond to the urgent needs of new victims. These should include, but not be limited to, the provision of proper social assistance, rehabilitation and preparation for reintegration; the option of a residence permit in cases of trafficking across borders, and shelters offering specialised services to meet victims’ unique needs;

We, the young people, have ideas and expertise on issues specific to the commercial sexual exploitation of children, but often lack resources. 

We, the young people at this conference, wish to reiterate the final appeal made by the young people at the Yokohama Congress to set up an international fund that will provide resources for youth participation programmes to combat commercial sexual exploitation of children. We envisage that resources from this fund will be used for programmes to be designed by young people, for young people.

We envisage this fund as jointly created and managed by young people and with young people at all decision-making levels.

We envisage that governments and agencies will contribute to this fund by supporting these programmes, and that governments will benefit from active participation in the programmes they sponsor by gaining a clearer understanding of the commercial sexual exploitation of children, and by learning and following up on programme results. 

We envisage the fund as having a simple, clear and youth-friendly structure and application mechanism. 

We urge Europe and Central Asia to take the lead on this Yokohama commitment.

We again urge the governments of Europe and Central Asia to make this fund a reality and we urge the Council of Europe to look into the feasibility of initiating such a fund at European level.

To facilitate the above and enable the effective and meaningful participation of children and young people, we request that that all present governments, with assistance from the Council of Europe, identify a lead government agency in every country to act as a responsible and accountable focal point for the co-ordination of all initiatives against the commercial sexual exploitation of children and also encourage youth participation in these activities. 

This focal point will be responsible and accountable for the development and implementation of a national plan of action, with an explicit mandate to involve young people in its activities, liaising with youth organisations working to combat the commercial sexual exploitation of children. 

It will also be responsible for supporting the fund, proposed by the young people at the Yokohama Congress and reaffirmed by the young people in Ljubljana, to accelerate implementation of national plans of action.

In a partnership between children, young people and adults, we must take immediate action to stop the commercial sexual exploitation of children. Child and youth participation works, and is vital to the struggle to eliminate it. Help us inform children, give survivors a voice and appropriate care, support youth initiatives through the fund, appoint agencies to act as focal points to co-ordinate government efforts, and together we can eliminate the commercial sexual exploitation of children.

